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Great Alpine Road

The stunning mountains, valleys,

= lakes and waterways of the
Great Alpine Road are a rich setting

T Sy, for lovers of nature and adventure.




GREAT ALPINE ROAD

Great Alpine Experiences

Great Alpine Road 4-day itinerary

DAY 1: Wangaratta to Myrtleford
(41km, 40 minutes)

Located at the junction of the Ovens and King
rivers, Wangaratta is a relaxed commercial city
with a local population of 16,500 that hosts
the popular Wangaratta Jazz Festival each

year. Oxley and Milawa (populations 270) are
the centre of the Milawa Gourmet Region

and home to Brown Brothers Vineyards, as
well as the Milawa Cheese Company and
Milawa Mustards. Follow the King River from
Wangaratta into the heart of King Valley, which
is famous for its Italian wine grape varieties.
Take the snow road to meet up with the Great
Alpine Road and visit the many local producers
and wineries of the Ovens Valley including
Gapsted and Michelini Wineries. Hops and
tobacco have been grown around Myrtleford
since the mid 1800s. Whilst tobacco growing
ceased in 2006 many reminders of this once
vibrant industry remain. Today the town has a
thriving retail precinct catering to its population
of 3,600. Other local industries include timber,
walnuts, beef and grapes.

DAY 2 : Myrtleford to Bright
(30km, 30 minutes)

The drive up the Ovens Valley to Porepunkah
and Bright provides an abundance of local
produce. Porepunkah is a pretty settlement on
the junction of the Ovens and Buckland Rivers
and is a relaxing stop on the Murray to the
Mountains Rail Trail. It is home to Boynton's
and Ringer Reef Wineries boasting magnificent
views of Mt Buffalo which was proclaimed a
national park in 1898. Mt Buffalo is renowned
for its magnificent granite tors, waterfalls,
rock climbing and hang-gliding. Explore the

network of walking trails in the warmer months.

Before heading to Bright take a detour to

the beautiful Buckland Valley where you will
find the Alpaca Farm, an authentic northern
Italian villa with chefs hat restaurant and the
Buckland Studios and Café. For something
more adventurous the Porepunkah airfield has
paragliding, microlighting and helicopter tours.
Bright welcomes visitors all year round in a
magnificent sub-Alpine setting. Good shopping
and a range of cafes and restaurants showcase
the region’s produce. Its famous avenues of
deciduous trees were planted in the 1930s and
are at their best during Spring and Autumn.

DAY 3: Bright to Dinner Plain
(63km, 1 hour 30 minutes)

Just out of Bright, get yourself lost in the
hedge maze at Wandiligong. Continue to
Freeburgh and Smoko, former gold townships
that are today centres of farming on the valley
floor. Harrietville nestles in the foothills of

Mt Hotham. Its riverside park pays homage

to the pioneers of the district and outlines

the colourful history of this town from the
discovery of gold in 1852. It is the starting point
for walking tracks that lead to Mt Feathertop
(1922m) and Mt Hotham (1862m). From
Harrietville, the road winds its way up to Mt
Hotham, the highest point on the Great Alpine
Road. Mt Hotham is a mecca for skiing and
snowboarding enthusiasts during winter. The
summer months offer a multitude of walking
and cycling tracks with spectacular mountain
views. Just down the road you'll find Dinner
Plain. This alpine village epitomises the beauty
and tradition of Australia's Alpine High Country.
Featuring a unique alpine environment and
architectural style which owes its roots to

the stone, timber and iron of early cattlemen

huts, Dinner Plain offers everything from
accommodation and restaurants to horseriding,
skiing and bushwalking. The Onsen Retreat

and Spa will soothe tired muscles after a

day's activity.

DAY 4 : Dinner Plain to Bairnsdale
(168km, 2 hours)

From Dinner Plain, head down the hill to Omeo.
The history of this frontier town since the

mid 1800s has been forged by gold seekers,
mountain cattlemen and farming families.

The Oriental Claims and Victoria Falls Historic
Areas are well worth a visit. Anglers Rest is
home to the famed Blue Duck Inn and is a great
spot for fishing and high country horse riding.
Further along the Great Alpine Road you'll find
Swifts Creek. The Great Alpine Gallery is a must
do. The nearby towns of Cassilis and Ensay are
worth the diversion for a taste of high country
wine and honey mead. The Great Alpine

Road ends at Bairnsdale, a major retail and
commercial centre servicing central Gippsland
and the Gippsland Lakes. In the mid 1800s
Bairnsdale was a popular port for the transport
of goods to the Omeo goldfields.

Gold, gourmet and historic towns

Discover the Great Alpine Road 6-day itinerary

DAY 1: Gourmet Food & Wine Drive
- Wangaratta, Milawa Gourmet
Region, King Valley, Gapsted,
Myrtleford

(130km, 2 hours)

From Wangaratta, take the C521to Oxley and
on to the renowned Mediterranean style wines
and produce of the King Valley. Here you can
taste fine wines at cellar doors and sample the
outstanding local produce including cheese,
mustard, bread, olives, berries, preserves and
honey. Experience the hospitality of the region’s
award winning country hotels and fine dining
restaurants and stop at farm gates to stock up
on local asparagus and walnuts. You can loop
back to Wangaratta or head to Myrtleford for
more Great Alpine Road experiences.

DAY 2 : Golden Heritage Drive
- Wangaratta, Tarrawingee,
Beechworth, Wooragee,
Yackandandah

(140km, 2 hours)

From Wangaratta, take the B500 to
Tarrawingee, to see historic buildings, including
St Peter’s Church and the Plough Inn. Continue
along the C315 to wander around the beautifully
preserved goldfields town of Beechworth, to
see the more than 30 National Trust classified
buildings. Browse through specialty shops, art
galleries and antique outlets. Visit the historical
and cultural precinct where bushranger Ned
Kelly was tried and jailed. Follow the C352 to
Yackandandah, to walk the tree lined streets
with its stately Victorian architecture, then
continue along the C527 to Myrtleford.

DAY 3 : Great Alpine Discovery Drive
- Bright, Mt Beauty, Mt Bogong,
Falls Creek, Bogong High Plains,
Anglers Rest, Omeo

(90km, 2 hours)

Hire a bike in Bright and see its autumn colours
and spring blossoms and sample the Alpine
Valley's distinctive cool climate wines. From
Bright, take the C536 to Tawonga Gap, the C531
to Mt Beauty, Bogong and Falls Creek. In winter,
Falls Creek is a great place for snow play, or

in summer take in the beauty of the Alps and
adventure activities on the Bogong High Plains.
Join the C543 to Anglers Rest for some of the
best fishing in Victoria. Continue to Omeo,
once a lawless gold mining town. (Note: The
Falls Creek-Anglers Rest section of this drive is
closed during winter)

DAY 4 : Mt Buffalo Drive -
Porepunkah, Mt Buffalo
(54km, 1 hour 30 minutes)

From Porepunkah, take the C535 to Mt Buffalo.
Return by the same route.

Drive to the top of Mt Buffalo Gorge for
fantastic views of the High Country and
the Alps. Choose from many walking tracks
to waterfalls, mountain lakes and majestic
lookouts. Take in the magnificent vista from
the Horn and try a new adventure activity,
including rock climbing, abseiling or hang-
gliding. Take a guided walk or explore this
majestic mountain by bike, rope or canoe.
Fly over the valleys in a microlight, paraglider
or light aircraft from Porepunkah.

DAY 5 : Wine & Gold Drive -
Omeo, Cassilis, Swifts Creek
(27km, 45 minutes)

From Omeo, take the Cassilis Road to Cassilis
then to Swifts Creek.

Experience Omeo’s historic past and explore
the area by 4WD, bike or on horseback. Join a
thrilling white-water rafting tour on an alpine
river and chase the rapids or relax and enjoy

a day of fishing. Call into a local winery and
sample some of the area’s fruit and berry wines
and mead. Call in to see the Cassilis Cemetery
and old goldmine - reminders of the once
bustling town. Visit the Great Alpine Gallery at
Swifts Creek featuring the work of local artists.

DAY 6 : Gippsland Lakes Drive

- Bruthen, Nowa Nowa, Lakes
Entrance, Swan Reach, Bairnsdale,
Paynesville

(88km, 1 hour 30 minutes)

Start at Bruthen, overlooking the Tambo River
and wander around heritage buildings including
the Old Post Office and St Matthews Church.
From Bruthen, take the C620 to Nowa Nowa,
then the AT to Lakes Entrance to see the daily
catch being unloaded at the wharf, or try your
luck and cast a fishing line. Continue along the
Aland Nungurner Road to Metung for a stroll
along the shores of the lake. Next, take the
C606 to Swan Reach and the Al to Bairnsdale
where you can hire a bike to ride along a
section of the East Gippsland Rail Trail. The
C604 takes you into Paynesville, a great place
to base yourself to explore the Gippsland Lakes
and walk the Ninety Mile Beach.
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Wangaratta to Bright

The Great Alpine Road begins in Wangaratta and makes

its way thorough the Ovens Valley to Bright via gourmet

villages and historic towns. Along the way explore

Mt Buffalo, sample local food and wine and experience

the alpine air and mountain scenery.

To make your way to the start of the route, leave
Sydney on the Hume Highway (31) and follow
the Sydney-Melbourne Heritage Drive through
the centres of Goulburn, Yass, Gundagai

and Holbrook to cross the border at Albury
Wodonga. Head across to Rutherglen and then
on to the historic town of Wangaratta known
for its hospitality and annual jazz festival, where
the Great Alpine Road begins (or ends). Located
at the junction of the Ovens and King Rivers,
Wangaratta is a bustling commercial city of
gardens, parkland and churches.

Discover fine wine at one of the many wineries
including Gapsted, Michelini and Boyntons and
local produce in the valleys along the northern
leg of the Great Alpine Road. Take a side trip
along the Gourmet Food & Wine Drive to the
Milawa Gourmet Region. At Milawa call in at
the famed Brown Brothers cellar door, sample
great produce at Milawa Mustards and the
Cheese Factory, and the five star hospitality of
the Lindenwarrah Country House Hotel.

Just off the route along the Golden Heritage
Drive is Beechworth - a village built on the
wealth of the gold rush of the 1800s. Explore
the historic honey granite buildings, including

the courthouse where bushranger Ned Kelly's
final trial commenced. It is also home to

the famed Beechworth Bakery and highly
regarded restaurants.

Enjoy a pub meal with local wine at the Ovens
Hotel before setting off on the Great Alpine
Discovery Drive, through forests, past rivers and
into the township of Mt Beauty.

If you decide to stay on the main road, you will
pass through Porepunkah, a pretty settlement
located at the junction of the Ovens and
Buckland Rivers and home to the Porepunkah
airfield, where powered hang-gliders, micro-
lights and light aircraft flights land and take off.
Itis also a great base for exploring Mt Buffalo
National Park, one of Australia’s oldest national
parks. Set out on a gentle walk to see waterfalls,
granite formations and lookouts with great
views of the Alps. For the more adventurous,
pitch a tent by Lake Catani, bicycle through
bushland and set out on a longer hike through
alpine meadows, stands of eucalypt trees and
rocky outcrops.

Mt Buffalo is a popular destination for rock
climbing. When the weather is right you will
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MUST SEE AND L

VISIT BRIGHT IN AUTUMN TO SEE THE
AVENUES OF DECIDUOUS TREES PUT ON A
BREATHTAKING DISPLAY OF COLOUR

WALK OR CYCLE ALONG THE MURRAY
TO MOUNTAINS RAIL TRAIL FROM
WANGARATTA TO BRIGHT

DISCOVER AMAZING PHOTOGRAPHY,
POTTERY, WEAVING AND WOODWORK IN
REGIONAL GALLERIES

SEE THE COURTROOM WHERE NED KELLY WAS
TRIED AND HIS DEATH MASK AT THE BURKE
MUSEUM IN BEECHWORTH

TAKE THE GOURMET FOOD & WINE DRIVE FROM
WANGARATTA TO THE MILAWA GOURMET
REGION, THROUGH KING VALLEY, GAPSTED
AND MYRTLEFORD

LEARN ABOUT LOCAL HISTORY ON THE
GOLDEN HERITAGE DRIVE THAT TAKES IN
WANGARATTA, TARRAWINGEE, BEECHWORTH,
WOORAGEE AD YACKANDANDAH

see climbers scaling the many sites in the park,
including the sheer granite face of The Gorge.
Climbs vary from beginner and shorter routes
to those suited to experienced climbers.

Try this exhilarating sport as part of a tour

led by a licensed operator. The Gorge also

has a ramp from which hang-gliders launch
themselves to take advantage of the up drafts
from the valley below.

If you prefer to travel on two wheels, this
section of the Great Alpine Road can be cycled
along the Murray to Mountains Rail Trail -

a 97km trail that follows the Ovens Valley from
Wangaratta to Bright through pines forests and
bushland, past wineries and into town.

This leg ends at Bright, a beautiful town on the
Ovens River, filled with grand deciduous trees
that are breathtaking in autumn and celebrated
at the annual Bright Autumn Festival.

GREAT ALPINE ROAD

LINDENWARRAH COUNTRY HOUSE HOTEL MILA

Lindenwarrah is one of Victoria's premier boutique country house hotels,
located in the heart of the Milawa Gourmet Region. Surrounded by

30 vineyards within 30 minutes and an abundance of gourmet artisan
producers, Lindenwarrah is the perfect base from which to explore this
gastronomical region.

40 individually decorated rooms, stylish lounges, invigorating pool,
situated directly opposite Brown Brothers. Restaurant Merlot @
Lindenwarrah is one of the finest in the region.

Address: 223 Milawa-Bobinawarrah Road, Milawa VIC 3678

Tel: +613 5720 5777 Fax: +613 5720 5700

Email: info@lindenwarrah.com.au Web: www.lindenwarrah.com.au
Contact: Georgie Westley

Number of Rooms: 40

Retail Rate Range: From $279 per room, per night - including breakfast
AAA Star Rating: %k k7

HEDONISTIC HIKING IN THE HIGH COUNTRY

Superior quality, fully-inclusive guided 7-day walking holidays in the
Victorian Alps. Experience the natural beauty, fascinating history and the
gourmet traditions of the region. New for 2008/2009: An exclusive range
of luxury three-night packages in the Alpine Valleys of Northeast Victoria.
Boutique accommodation, award winning restaurants and magnificent
local wines. Choose from a selection of indulgent or adventure options or
simply relax, unwind and take in the spectacular views.

Address: PO Box 200, Porepunkah VIC 3740

Tel: +613 57552307 Fax: +613 86250038

Email: info@hedonistichiking.com.au Web: www.hedonistichiking.com.au
Contact: Jackie Parsons

Retail Rate Range: Victorian High Country - 7 days $2885-$2995pp
(fully-inclusive ex.Albury). Three-night packages - $2150-$2595 (2 people
twin-share) includes: 3 nights’ accommodation, 3 dinners with wine,
guided hike with gourmet picnic plus one extra inclusion.

Opening Times: Three-night packages available Nov to Easter
Victorian High Country tour dates: 26 Dec 09 - 1Jan 2010, o
29 Jan 2010 - 4 Feb 2010. Other dates available for private

and corporate groups.

Set in landscaped gardens in the heart of Australia’s Alpine High Country
on the Great Alpine Road, our self-contained accommodation is ten
minutes stroll from the village of Bright. Choose from colonial style units
or luxury spa and woodfire cottages. Enjoy our bikes for a ride on the
picturesque rail trail or drive to spectacular Mt Buffalo, then relax in the
pool, before discovering Bright's great selection of restaurants and cafés.

Street Address: 14 Gavan Street (Great Alpine Road), Bright VIC 3741
Postal Address: 14 Gavan Street, Bright VIC 3741

Tel: +613 57551631 Fax: +61 3 5750 1139

Email: info@highlandvalley.com.au Web: www.highlandvalley.com.au
Contact: Sue & Arno van Winden

Number of Rooms: 4 one/two bedroom units plus 4 luxury spa &
wood fire cottages

Retail Rate Range: Units - from $145 per night (double),
Cottages - $210 per night (double) o

AAA Star Rating: % % %




SKIING MT HOTHAM

Bright to Omeo

From the great food and leafy avenues of Bright,

the Great Alpine Road climbs out of the verdant valley into

the Alpine High Country. Stop at mountain lookouts to take

in vistas of distant peaks, pass snow gums and ski resorts

and continue on to the historic gold town of Omeo.

From Bright, the Great Alpine Road ascends

to the alpine resort of Mt Hotham. Before

you set off, take a dip in the river at the town
swimming hole and sample local food and
wine. Spectacular in Autumn and Spring, Bright
is also home to a variety of cafes, bars and
restaurants with local food and wine on offer.

Just out of Bright, Wandiligong is a picture book
town where visitors can lose themselves in
Australia’s largest cypress hedge maze. The road
then passes through Freeburgh and Smoko,
former gold townships that are now farming
centres with crops that include tobacco.

Harrietville is the last town before you leave
the Ovens Valley to start the climb up the
mountain. Stop at the riverside park where
homage is paid to the pioneers of the district
and the history of the town told from the
discovery of gold in 1852.

The landscape changes from alpine ash to snow
gum forest and heathland as you climb. Take

in the spectacular views from Danny’s Lookout
to the summit of Mt Feathertop, the second
highest mountain in the state, over the Alpine
National Park and as far as Falls Creek and Mt
Buffalo on a clear day. Follow the Razorback

Trail out along the exposed ridge, from which
the walk takes its name, to the summit of Mt
Feathertop.

Mt Hotham is Victoria's highest alpine village
and a mecca for skiers and boarders of all ages
and abilities in winter. In summer visitors walk
through wildflowers, mountain bike and take in
the uninterrupted views of the Victorian Alps.
Choose from the range of accommodation
available on the mountain.

Just south of Mt Hotham is Dinner Plain, a
small alpine village that offers accommodation
in comfortable chalets designed to blend in
with the surrounding snow gums. Featuring

an architectural style that reflects the stone,
timber and iron of early cattlemen huts, it is
Australia’s most stylish alpine destination. The
area is criss-crossed with trails that are used
for horseriding and bushwalking in the warmer
months and cross-country skiing in the winter.

Continue past the Mt Hotham airport, where
planes arrive and depart from Melbourne and
Sydney, and begin the descent to the historic
town of Omeo.

Along the way, make the time to take the
Great Alpine Discovery Drive, a 90 kilometre
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MUST SEE AND L

WALK ACROSS THE RAZORBACK RIDGE TO MT
FEATHERTOP IN THE ALPINE NATIONAL PARK

SKI THE MT HOTHAM AND FALLS CREEK
RESORTS OR STRAP ON CROSS-COUNTRY
SKIS AT DINNER PLAIN

WALK OR MOUNTAIN BIKE ALONG SKI
TRAILS THAT CRISSCROSS THE ALPINE
HIGH COUNTRY IN THE SUMMER MONTHS

EXPERIENCE AN ADVENTURE ACTIVITY SUCH
AS ROCK CLIMBING, WHITE-WATER RAFTING,
GLIDING, KAYAKING OR HORSE RIDING

LEARN ABOUT THE TRADITIONS OF THE HIGH
COUNTRY CATTLEMEN AND BUSHRANGERS AT
HISTORIC HUTS

TAKE THE GREAT ALPINE DISCOVERY DRIVE
THROUGH BRIGHT, MT BEAUTY, MT BOGONG,
FALLS CREEK, BOGONG HIGH PLAINS, ANGLERS
REST AND OMEO

TAKE THE MT BUFFALO DRIVE FROM
POREPUNKAH UP TO THE NATURAL
LANDMARKS AND MAGNIFICENT VIEWS OF MT
BUFFALO NATIONAL PARK

side trip from Bright to Tawonga Gap, which
looks out over the town of Mt Beauty in the
valley below. Continue to Bogong and Falls
Creek Alpine Resort, popular during the winter
months with skiers and boarders and host to

a range of activities in summer. At the head

of the Kiewa Valley, Falls Creek looks out over
Victoria's highest peak, Mt Bogong and across
the Bogong High Plains. Saddle up and ride
through beautiful alpine scenery or visit rustic
cattlemen’s huts on the Bogong High Plains.
Local tour operators provide horses, equipment
and basic tuition suited to your experience and
ability. Cast a line for trout at Anglers Rest and
continue along the Omeo Highway to Omeo.
(Note: The Falls Creek-Anglers Rest section is
closed during winter).

GREAT ALPINE ROAD

BIRCHES LUXURY SPA CHALETS MT BEAUTY - LUXU

Relax together gazing out to breathtaking elevated mountain & valley
views from the privacy & comfort of your deep ‘couple’s’ spa bath, bed
with fine linens & high sheltered balconies.

Offering wonderful breakfasts & private silver service fine dining with a
unique fresh, seasonal menu complimented by an exquisite local, national
& rare global fine wines list. All set upon this exclusive country estate
above Mt Beauty, near Bright.

Street Address: Off the Top of Ranch Road, Mount Beauty VIC 3699
Postal Address: PO Box 341, Mount Beauty VIC 3699

Tel: +613 57541524 or +61 040 2266 358

Email: relax@luxuryspachalets.com.au

Web: www.luxuryspachalets.com.au

Contact: Kent Scott

Number of Rooms: 5

Retail Rate Range: $330-38,800 per night/package

Luxury architecturally designed apartments featuring Scandinavian
inspired interiors and balcony hot tub with stunning mountain and
valley views. All apartments offer a large kitchen and laundry, as well
as all the ‘mod cons’ including LCD Flat screen TV, DVD player and
sound surround.

Svarmisk is ideally located adjacent to some of the best mountain biking
in Australia and within a short drive of many of the region’s wineries
and restaurants.

Address: 84 Bogong High Plains Road, Mount Beauty VIC 3699

Postal Address: PO Box 424, Mount Beauty VIC 3699

Tel: +613 5754 4544 Fax: +613 5754 4066

Email: info@svarmisk.com.au Web: www.svarmisk.com.au

Contact: Lena Mero

Number of Rooms: 6 apartments

Retail Rate Range: $500 -$2,570 (2 nights/2 people - 7 nights/6 people)
AAA Star Rating: %k kv

PACKERS HIGH COUNTRY HORSE RIDING ANGLERS REST - ATTRACTIO

Horse riding and accommodation in a uniquely, remote Australian
mountain setting, a hidden valley surrounded by Alpine National Park
and rivers made for fly fishing. Comfortable rustic huts - a 100 yr old
cattleman’s hut or a lodge with large decks and stunning views.

Dine out by a campfire, a glass of wine, fresh quality foods and sounds
of the bush after a day out on horse back. Non-riders welcome.

Street Address: Callaghans Road, Anglers Rest VIC 3898
Postal Address: Callaghans Road, Anglers Rest VIC 3898
Tel: +613 5159 7241

Email: hdpacker@bigpond.com Web: www.horsetreks.com
Contact: Helen Packer

Number of Rooms: 2 comfortable rustic huts and lodge style
accommodation

Retail Rate Range: $60-52035
Opening Times: September-May




Omeo to Bairnsdale

The route leaves the grazing
country and gold history of
the Omeo district and makes
its way to the Gippsland
Lakes system, Australia’s
biggest and most beautiful
expanse of inland waterways.
Hire a boat and drift around
the lakes to island colonies of
koalas, cast a line or wander

along the Ninety Mile Beach.

From Omeo, the Great Alpine Road continues
south towards Bairnsdale - East Gippsland’s
only city.

Gold was discovered around Omeo in the mid
1800s attracting European and Chinese gold
seekers and it became know as Australia’s
most lawless goldfield. Settled in 1863, the
main street is largely unchanged and lined by
many heritage buildings, which are interpreted
for visitors by street plaques. In Anglers Rest,
the Mitta Mitta, Cobungra and Bundara rivers
converge, a spot that is popular with fishing
enthusiasts. Go for a high country horse ride
and if the water levels are right, experience the
thrill of white-water rafting down the rapids of
the Mitta.

In its day, the nearby Oriental Claims was one
of the largest gold-sluicing operations in the
world. Today many of the mining remnants,
caves and mining sites can be viewed along
short walks around the Claims.

Get off the main road and explore the

27 kilometre Wine & Gold Drive from Omeo
to Swifts Creek via Cassilis, once a thriving
mining community. The Cassilis Cemetery
and old goldmine are reminders of the once
bustling town.

OMEO

BAIRNSDALE

The route continues to Swifts Creek, a small
town with a history of grazing and timber
milling. Stock up on the freshly baked bread,
pastries and cakes from the Swifts Creek
Bakery. Stop at farm gates and local wineries
including Mount Markey Winery to sample
berry wines, fruit and mead.

Next is Bruthen, a rustic town that looks over
the Tambo River. Enjoy the shade of trees

and shops with verandahs as well as several
heritage buildings including the Old Post Office
and St Matthews Church.

Bairnsdale, originally settled as an inland port,
sits on the banks of the Mitchell River and
leads to the Gippsland Lakes. Visit St Mary’s
Roman Catholic Church, the interior of which
was painted in the 1930s by Francesco Floreani,
or head to Eagle Point to see the remarkable
Mitchell River silt jetties that extend eight
kilometres into nearby Lake King.

At Bairnsdale the Great Alpine Road touring
route ends as it meets the Sydney-Melbourne
Coastal Drive, and your exploration of
Gippsland and its spectacular lakes begins.
Fed by the waters of five major rivers and
fringed by the Ninety Mile Beach the
Gippsland Lakes system is Australia’s biggest
expanse of inland waterways, with over 400
square kilometres of lakes, rivers and lagoons
to experience.

Visit Raymond Island to see the large koala

colony, and Rotamah Island which is famous for
its bird life. There are two national parks around
the lakes, the Lakes National Park and the
Gippsland Lakes Coastal Park, both of which
offer great camping and walking tracks.

The Gippsland Lakes Drive is an 85 kilometre
alternative route from Bruthen to Bairnsdale.
Cycle along the East Gippsland Rail Trail, call
in at Nowa Nowa, and then continue to Lakes
Entrance to see the daily catch being unloaded.
Metung is a little village on the shores of
Bancroft Bay and Lake King, where the food

is good and the best way to get around is in

a boat. At Paynesville there is plenty of self
contained accommodation on canals with
private moorings.

GREAT ALPINE ROAD

Choose from two routes to end your trip

in Melbourne, the city of events, arts, good
food and architecture. To follow the inland
route through Gippsland via Walhalla,

refer to page 29. For the coastal route via
Phillip Island and the Mornington Peninsula,
see pages 31-41.

< PLEASE REFER TO PAGES 26-28 FOR PRODUCT DETAILS

LEFT TO RIGHT, TOP TO BOTTOM :
OMEO POST OFFICE; HORSE RIDING IN THE HIGH COUNTRY;
LAKES ENTRANCE; TAMBO RIVER; SAILING ON THE LAKES.

MUST SEE AND DO

JOIN A WHITE-WATER RAFTING TOUR OR CAST A
FLY-FISHING LINE IN AN ALPINE STREAM OR RIVER

VISIT ANGLERS REST FOR TROUT FISHING
AND HORSE RIDING

TAKE THE WINE & GOLD DRIVE THROUGH OMEO,
CASSILIS AND SWIFTS CREEK CALLING IN AT
WINERIES, BAKERIES AND HISTORIC TOWNS

TAKE THE GIPPSLAND LAKES DRIVE PAST HERITAGE
BUILDINGS, BUSY PORTS, LAKES AND THE TOWNS
OF BRUTHEN, NOWA NOWA, LAKES ENTRANCE,
SWAN REACH, BAIRNSDALE AND PAYNESVILLE

WALK OR CYCLE ALONG THE EAST GIPPSLAND
RAIL TRAIL FROM BAIRNSDALE

EXPLORE THE LAKES NATIONAL PARK,
GIPPSLAND LAKES COASTAL PARK AND WALK
THE NINETY MILE BEACH



Sydney-Melbourne Mega Drive

Sydney-Melbourne 7-day multi-route itinerary

DAY 1: Sydney to Batemans Bay
(280km, 4 hours)

Hit the road down the Sydney-Melbourne
Coastal Drive to the bustling coastal city of
Wollongong. To get there you can either take
your time along the scenic Grand Pacific

Drive, and start your coastal village experience
straight away, or stay on the main freeway
route. Continue on to beautiful Kiama where the
famous Blowhole awaits. Follow the coastline
through lush rolling hills to Gerringong and
Gerroa, perched on the cliffs above the ocean,
overlooking Seven Mile Beach. Follow the
tourist drive alongside the Crookhaven River,
stopping at award-winning south coast wineries.
Take the turnoff to Jervis Bay for a swim, surf

at beaches famous for their white sand and
turquoise waters, or head out on a cruise
amongst the resident dolphin population. Travel
south stopping for lunch at Ulladulla Harbour
where you can enjoy take away fish and chips,
sitting on the dock of the bay. See kangaroos

at Pebbly Beach and enjoy fresh seafood at one
of the excellent restaurants in Batemans Bay
overlooking the Clyde River.

DAY 2 : Batemans Bay to Mallacoota
(285km, 3 hours 50 minutes)

Head south to visit the well preserved villages
of Central Tilba and Tilba Tilba, where you

can shop for high quality local arts and crafts,
food and wine. Also take time to discover the
Batemans Marine Park where the recreational
fishing is superb. Or take a charter boat from
Narooma to Montague Island and experience
fantastic marine life and great whale watching
in season. Continue to Bermagui and travel
along the beach road to Mimosa Rocks
National Park for a picnic lunch and swim in the
lagoons or continue on to surf Tathra beach.
Stop off in Pambula for fresh oysters. Visit the
Eden Killer Whale Museum then continue on
across the border into Victoria, to Mallacoota
and Gipsy Point. Hire a boat and tie up at one
of the barbecue jetties in the magnificent
Croajingolong National Park.

DAY 3: Mallacoota to Metung
(219km, 3 hours)

Feed the sea eagles on a morning boat trip

from Gipsy Point. Travel south to Cape Conran
Coastal Park for a picnic lunch. Continue towards
Lakes Entrance known as the seafood capital

of Australia. Cross the footbridge and explore
Ninety Mile Beach. Arrive at the stylish village of
Metung in time for a late afternoon sail or motor
yacht cruise around Australia’s largest inland
waterway. Enjoy dinner at one of the town’s fine
restaurants overlooking the water.

DAY 4 : Metung to Mt Beauty
(244km, 4 hours 10 minutes)

Travel to Bairnsdale and turn onto the Great
Alpine Road. Not far along you'll find Bruthen,
Ensay and Swifts Creek - a stop at the local art
gallery is a must do. Stop for a break in Omeo, a
frontier town forged by gold seekers, mountain
cattlemen and farming families. The nearby
Oriental Claims and Victoria Falls Historic Areas
are well worth a visit. Head up the mountain

to Dinner Plain, a village that epitomises the
beauty and tradition of Australia’s Alpine High
Country. Mt Hotham is the highest point on the
Great Alpine Road and offers spectacular views
across the Australian Alps. From Mt Hotham,
the road winds its way down to Harrietville,
Smoko and Bright. Turn off before Bright to Mt
Beauty nestled at the foot of Mt Bogong in the
fertile Kiewa Valley. Living up to its name, Mt
Beauty has many scenic highlights both in and
around the township and a wealth of high quality
accommodation and dining options.

DAY 5: Mt Beauty to
Yarrawonga-Mulwala
(166km, 2 hours)

From Mt Beauty, continue to Bright where
visitors are welcomed all year round in a
magnificent sub-Alpine setting. Good shopping
and a range of cafes and restaurants showcase
the region’s produce. Its famous avenues of
deciduous trees were planted in the 1930s and
are at their best during Spring and Autumn.
After Bright, take a detour to Mt Buffalo

renowned for its magnificent granite tors,
waterfalls, rock climbing and hang-gliding.
Explore the network of walking trails in the
warmer months. The drive along the Ovens
Valley towards Wangaratta provides an
abundance of local produce. Make a stop at
Milawa for cheese, wine and mustard tastings
before heading to Wangaratta host of the
popular Wangaratta Jazz Festival. Take some
time to visit the wineries of the Rutherglen
region, the premier fortified wine producing
area in Australia before heading to your
evening destination of Yarrawonga-Mulwala.
Golf enthusiasts will find championship rated
sand belt courses all through this area with the
course at Yarrawonga offering 45 holes.

DAY 6 : Yarrawonga-Mulwala
to Bendigo
(200km, 3 hours)

Today you will need to make a few stops on
your journey so make an early start to be in
Echuca-Moama for the first steaming of the
paddle steamers. Travel through farmland
where many farms are open to the public for
fruit picking, wine tasting, cheese tasting... the
list goes on. After exploring the wharf area at
Echuca-Moama head south to Bendigo. More
gold was found in Bendigo between 1850 and
1900 than anywhere else in the world. Today,
art, culture, food, wine and heritage attractions
are the new riches of Bendigo.

DAY 7 : Bendigo to Melbourne
(150km, 1 hour 30 minutes)

Discover Bendigo’s rich past with a day visiting
attractions before heading on to Melbourne.
Discover gold history at Central Deborah Gold
Mine, view some of Australia’'s most significant
artworks at Bendigo Art Gallery or wander
through the historic streets admiring boom
time architecture. At the Golden Dragon
Museum learn about Bendigo’s rich Chinese
heritage or see Australia’s oldest working
pottery at Bendigo Pottery. The highway from
Bendigo to Melbourne will lead you through
Victoria's apple region Harcourt Valley and past
idyllic Mount Macedon.

SYDNEY-MELBOURNE TOURING

Observe the Australian road rules and arrive at your destination safely.

Driver’s license

You must be licensed and carry your license
with you when you are driving in Australia,
or you will incur an on-the-spot fine. If your
license is not in English, you must carry an
English translation.

For more information, contact the Roads
and Traffic Authority in New South Wales on
132 213 or visit www.rta.nsw.gov.au.

In Victoria, contact Vic Roads on 1311 71 or
visit www.vicroads.vic.gov.au.

Seat belts

All passengers must use seatbelts at all times.
Baby capsules or child restraints must be used
for all children.

Speed limits

You must not drive at a speed over the posted
limit (check signs along the roads). In most
towns the limit is 50 kilometres per hour and
on freeways it will vary between 60-110km/h.

Drinking alcohol and driving

For fully licensed car drivers the legal limit is
0.05 g/100ml. Australian Police are authorised
to stop any vehicle and breath test the driver
at any time.

Mobile phones

It is illegal to drive or ride a vehicle while using
a hand-held mobile phone. It is also illegal to
perform these activities when your vehicle

is stopped but not parked, such as when you
are waiting at traffic lights. The penalty is a
significant fine.

Driver fatigue

It is recommended that for every two hours
of driving you stop and rest for 15 minutes -
distances between towns and cities may be
far greater than you realise and to which you
are accustomed.

Country driving

Constantly be on the alert for dangerous
situations and drive at a speed that suits
the conditions.

Watch for:

« Potholes and rough surfaces

- Soft or broken road edges

- Single lane bridges

« Road surfaces changing without notice

- Livestock or wildlife crossing the road
(particularly just near sunrise or near sunset)

« Very large trucks (road trains)

Safe driving in the Alps

The Great Alpine Road is fully sealed, with
year-round access. While you do not need

a four-wheel drive to tour it in winter, care
should be taken. Snow is cleared regularly, but
you should be prepared for potential fog, ice,
and strong winds.

Driving in the Alps in winter

+ Check road conditions: Check for possible
winter closures with Vic Roads on 131170 or
visit www.vicroads.vic.gov.au, the Victorian
Snow Line on 1800 067 600 or at Visitor
Information Centres.

« Prepare your car: Check fuel, oil, tyres and
anti-freeze before you go, as there are limited
services at the ski resorts of Mt Hotham,
Dinner Plain, Mt Buffalo or Falls Creek.

+ Hire snow chains: Snow chains must be
carried to these resorts from June to early
October, and fitted if directed.

- Travel slowly on snow and ice: Use lower
gears, especially on steep down-grades, brake
slowly and early, don’t brake on corners.

- Caravans and trailers: We recommend you
don't tow a caravan or trailer over Mt Hotham
during winter, as motorists may be turned
back if weather conditions are poor.
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Direct Enquiries: trade@sydneymelbournetouring.com.au

For availability, bookings and contracting, please contact the individual operators.

Each product listing contains full contact details.

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TOURISM OFFICES

Canberra (Head Office)
Tel: +612 6205 0561
Fax: +612 6205 0629

South Asia
Tel: +65 6 254 1772
Fax: +65 6 352 4888

General Enquiries
Email: tourism.trade@act.gov.au
Web: www.trade.visitcanberra.com.au

TOURISM NEW SOUTH WALES
INTERNATIONAL OFFICES

United Kingdom/Europe

Tel: +44 207 438 4644

Fax: +44 207 240 6690

Email: info@tnsw.australia.com

North America

Tel: +1310 3011903

Fax: +1310 301 0913

Email: tourismnswla@earthlink.net

New Zealand/South Pacific

Tel: +64 9307 7040

Fax: +64 9 366 6173

Email: tnsw@tnswnz.co.nz

South Asia

Tel: +65 6 253 3838

Fax: +65 6 352 4888

Email: general@tourismnsw.com.sg

North Asia

Tel: +85 2 2312 1895

Fax: +85 2 2312 1035

Email: tnswhkg@netvigator.com
Japan

Tel: +813 5214 0777

Fax: +813 5214 0780

Email: tnswtyo@tnsw.or.jp

TOURISM VICTORIA OFFICES

Melbourne (Head Office)
Tel: +613 9653 9777
Fax: +613 9653 9755

Sydney (Trade Enquiries Only)
Tel: +612 9287 6500
Fax: +612 9287 6507

TOURISM VICTORIA
INTERNATIONAL OFFICES

United Kingdon/Europe

Tel: +44 207 438 4645

Fax: +44 207 240 6690

Email: tviclondon@tvic.australia.com
Germany

Tel: +49 69 2740 0677

Fax: +49 69 2740 0640

Email: tvic.frankfurt@tvic.australia.com

This initiative is proudly supported by Tourism Victoria,
Tourism New South Wales and Australian Capital Tourism.

China

Tel: +86 216279 8681

Fax: +86 216279 8685

Email: tourvic.shanghai@tourism.vic.gov.au

South Asia

(Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia
& India)

Tel: +65 6255 6888

Fax: +65 6255 2922

Email: tourvic.singapore@tourism.vic.gov.au
Japan

Tel: +813 5214 0787

Fax: +813 5214 0790

Email: tourvic.tokyo@tourism.vic.gov.au

New Zealand

Tel: +64 9 379 0425

Fax: +64 9379 4361

Email: tourvic.auckland@tourism.vic.gov.au
North America

Tel: +1310 695 3245

Fax: +1310 695 3248

Email: tourvic.losangeles@tourism.vic.gov.au

Spey Heboure
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